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to ascend the river beyond and discover the French flag, lonely  CHAP,
but defiant, the Fashoda quarrel would explode in the manner
long foreseen on the British side.

To Chamberlain this question, when it arose, would be no
new topic. As early as 1894 he had been warned by Captain
Lugard and others of what was likely to happen one day.
Cherished already in French colonial circles was then the
perilous plan of advancing along the tributaries of the Congo
and then, by relatively short though arduous marching and
porterage, reaching the Bahr-el-Ghazal and so the main Nile.
In. the following year Sir Edward Grey gave his almost unpre-
cedented warning that the appearance of a French mission upon
the Upper Nile would be regarded by the British Government as
an "unfriendly act". That pronouncement necessarily became
the text of the Unionist Government.

They could not be weaker if they would, and they would not
if they could. Chamberlain held it to be impossible for any
British Government to swerve one hair's breadth from a position
formulated in the most serious terms, short of an ultimatum,
known to diplomacy. Not only so. On the Lower Niger he had
organised counteraction by Lugard's "Waffs", and recovered
the advantage. Penetration by a French mission into any part
of the Nile basin would be far more menacing. There could be
no question of partition, as on the Niger. There would be no
room for any kind of territorial compromise. The naked alterna-
tives would be withdrawal or war.

Here again we must look at the case through French eyes.
We saw that after the Italian disaster at Adowa, Kitchener's
advance on Dongola was authorised in March 1896. At the end
of the following month Hanotaux returned to office as Foreign
Minister. One of the first questions for the newly formed M&ine
Cabinet was whether Marchand's mission should be revoked or
confirmed. "It was impossible to foresee at that time", says M.
Hanotaux, "the construction of a railway which despite the
desert and the cataracts would become in the sequel the instru-
ment of Anglo-Egyptian victory over Mahdism." In the mind of
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